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preserved: and, in one case, the last remaining spark of
ancient learning was kept alive in the almost universal
gloom to rekindle the great illumination which was after-
wards to flood the world with light.

It may be asked why the history of Spain, recording as it
does so many separate invasions and dominations, and deal-
ing with so vast and momentous a subject as the series of
struggles which decided whether the Aryan or the Semite
was to bear sway in western Europe, should present greater
simplicity of phenomena than the history of other nations
whose political institutions have been more continuous, and
whose vicissitudes have been of less universal importance.
At first sight it may appear that the constant internal wars,
and the bewildering alternate aggregation and disintegration
of the petty kingdoms of the Peninsula, often ruled by con-
temporaneous sovereigns of similar names, would make the
study of Spanish history more than ordinarily confusing and
fruitless. An explanation why the contrary is the case
must be sought to a large extent in the physical conforma-
tion of the country, and the effect it has had upon the
ethnology of the inhabitants. A consideration of these
points will enable us to evolve from the chaos something
approaching a rule; and by the aid of it, we may see that
national movements have been controlled much more by
influences of locality and race than by the personal char-
acters of the crowd of Alfonsos, Ferdinands and Sanchos who
loom so large upon the written page.

A glance at the map of the Peninsula will prove its
almost complete isolation; surrounded as it is on three sides
by the sea, and on the north by the great range of the
Pyrenees, across which only a few difficult passes were prac-
ticable, with the exception of the road on the exti^eme east.
But what influenced the making of the Spanish nation much
more than its isolation was the fact that it is divided by
mountain ranges into a certain number of well-defined sepa-
rate regions with widely-divergent conditions of climate,
aspect and natural productions. The region between the
Cantabrian Mountains and the sea, forming the whole of the
north coast on the Atlantic, is cut off completely from the
rest of the country by almost impassable peaks. A land of